
Updates as of March 4, 2011 
NH SUPREME COURT ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON RULES 

 
PROPOSED RULE CHANGES  

TRACKING CHART 
 

This unofficial chart provides a quick glance at recently adopted and proposed rules for the NH courts.  Throughout the year, the NH Supreme Court 
Advisory Committee on Rules (Rules Committee) considers proposed rules changes and any temporary rules entered by the NH Supreme Court. The Rules 
Committee considers all proposed and temporary rules and later schedules them for public hearing. After considering any public comments, the Rules 
Committee determines whether to forward a particular proposed or temporary rule to the NH Supreme Court with a recommendation. The Supreme Court 
allows for an additional comment period before making a final determination as to the adoption of a particular rule.  
This chart attempts to clarify the status of a particular rule in the rule-making process. Due to the nature of the process, no timetable exists to determine 
when the Court will announce the adoption of a particular rule. The Supreme Court may also adopt a rule on a temporary basis. The Bar Association will 
attempt to keep this table updated as often as possible. We welcome your comments and suggestions. Direct them to Denice DeStefano, Assistant Executive 
Director, NHBA, and staff liaison to the Committee on Cooperation With the Courts (ddestefano@nhbar.org).  

 
SUPREME COURT LINKS CURRENT 

STATUS 
FINAL COURT ACTION 

Interest on Lawyers’ Trust Accounts Rules  
 
These proposals would make it mandatory for members of the New 
Hampshire Bar to create and maintain interest-bearing trust 
accounts for clients’ funds that are nominal in amount, with the 
interest being remitted to the New Hampshire Bar Foundation. 
 
Amend Supreme Court Rule 50, regarding trust accounts, as set 
forth in Appendix A.  
 
Amend Supreme Court Rule 50-A, regarding certification 
requirement, as set forth in Appendix B 

SCO 
R-2010-0002 

 
 

Appendix A 
Pgs 7-10 

 
Appendix B 
Pgs 11-14 

Supreme 
Court is 

soliciting 
public 

comment  on 
or before Nov. 

30, 2010 

 
ADOPTED 

Court Order Issued December 29, 2011 
Effective March 1, 2011 

Need the link to this Court Order 
 
 
 
 

 

Recusal Rules 
 
Amend Supreme Court Rule 21A, regarding motions for recusal, as 
set forth in Appendix U. 

  ADOPTED 
Court Order Issued January 19, 2011 

Effective April 1, 2011 
http://www.courts.state.nh.us/supreme/orders/01-

19-2011-Order-Adopting-Rules.pdf 
Appendix U 

Pg. 77 

http://www.courts.state.nh.us/supreme/orders/09-17-2010-order-2.pdf
http://www.courts.state.nh.us/supreme/orders/01-19-2011-Order-Adopting-Rules.pdf
http://www.courts.state.nh.us/supreme/orders/01-19-2011-Order-Adopting-Rules.pdf


Updates as of March 4, 2011 
 
SUPREME COURT LINKS CURRENT 

STATUS 
FINAL COURT ACTION 

Custody and Return of Materials filed in Camera in Trial 
Courts 
(This proposal governs the custody and the return of materials 
that are filed in camera in trial courts.) 
 
Adopt new Supreme Court Rule 57-A, regarding the custody and 
return of documents and materials filed in camera in trial courts, as 
set forth in Appendix N 
 

SCO 
R-2010-0002 

 
Appendix N 

Pg. 32 
 
 

Supreme 
Court is 

soliciting 
public 

comment  on 
or before Nov. 

30, 2010 

ADOPTED 
Court Order Issued January 19, 2011 

Effective April 1, 2011 
 

http://www.courts.state.nh.us/supreme/orders/01-
19-2011-Order-Adopting-Rules.pdf 

Appendix N 
Pg. 59 

 
Mediation and Fees in District and Probate Courts 
This proposal would adopt on a permanent basis rules currently in 
effect on a temporary basis that govern mediation and fees in the 
district and probate courts.  The rules implement legislation that 
took effect on January 1, 2010.  See Laws 2009, chapters 79, 253.  
No changes are being proposed to the temporary rules now in 
effect. 
 
Adopt on a permanent basis Supreme Court Rule 12-A regarding 
appellate mediation as set forth in Appendix R 

SCO 
R-2010-0002 

 
 
 
 

Appendix  R 
Pg 39 

 

Supreme 
Court is 

soliciting 
public 

comment  on 
or before Nov. 

30, 2010 

ADOPTED 
Court Order Issued January 19, 2011 

Effective April 1, 2011 
http://www.courts.state.nh.us/supreme/orders/01-

19-2011-Order-Adopting-Rules.pdf 
Appendix CC 

Pg. 85 

Foreign Legal Consultant Rules 
 
Supreme Court Rule 42D regarding licensing and practice of 
foreign legal consultants.  After public hearing held in December 
2004, the committee recommended amending an earlier version of 
this rule.  By order dated October 13, 2005, the court solicited 
public comment on that proposal.  That proposal was not adopted.  
Instead it was amended and the court now solicits public comment 
on the amended proposal as set forth in Appendix BB 
 
Supreme Court Rule 42A, regarding non-payment of bar dues.  If 
Supreme Court Rule 42D were to be adopted, this proposed 
amendment would address the certification requirements for 
foreign legal consultants as set forth in Appendix DD 
 
Supreme Court Rule 55(1) regarding public protection fund.  If 
Supreme Court Rule 42D were to be adopted, this proposed 
amendment would address application of the public protection 
fund to foreign legal consultants as set forth in Appendix EE. 

SCO 
R-2010-0002 

 
Appendix BB 

Pg. 64 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Appendix CC 
Pg. 71 

 
 

Appendix DD 
Pg. 73 

Supreme 
Court is 

soliciting 
public 

comment  on 
or before Nov. 

30, 2010 

ADOPTED 
Court Order Issued January 19, 2011 

Effective April 1, 2011 
http://www.courts.state.nh.us/supreme/orders/01-

19-2011-Order-Adopting-Rules.pdf 
Appendix Q 

Pg. 64 
 
 
 

Appendix R 
Pg. 70 

 
 
 
 

Appendix T 
Pg 76 

http://www.courts.state.nh.us/supreme/orders/09-17-2010-order-2.pdf
http://www.courts.state.nh.us/supreme/orders/01-19-2011-Order-Adopting-Rules.pdf
http://www.courts.state.nh.us/supreme/orders/01-19-2011-Order-Adopting-Rules.pdf
http://www.courts.state.nh.us/supreme/orders/09-17-2010-order-2.pdf
http://www.courts.state.nh.us/supreme/orders/01-19-2011-Order-Adopting-Rules.pdf
http://www.courts.state.nh.us/supreme/orders/01-19-2011-Order-Adopting-Rules.pdf
http://www.courts.state.nh.us/supreme/orders/09-17-2010-order-2.pdf
http://www.courts.state.nh.us/supreme/orders/01-19-2011-Order-Adopting-Rules.pdf
http://www.courts.state.nh.us/supreme/orders/01-19-2011-Order-Adopting-Rules.pdf


Updates as of March 4, 2011 
SUPREME COURT LINKS CURRENT 

STATUS 
FINAL COURT ACTION 

Miscellaneous Recommendations 
The Rules Committee voted to recommend that all court rules be 
made gender neutral, and that the term “pro se” be replaced in 
court rules by the term “self-represented” or “self-represented 
litigant” 
 

SCO 
R-2010-0002 

 
Appendix EE 

Pg. 76 
 

Supreme 
Court is 

soliciting 
public 

comment  on 
or before Nov. 

30, 2010 

 

ADOPTED: Amended Supreme Court Rule 42(6) regarding 
applications to take the New Hampshire bar examination  

Rule 42(6) 
 

Order 
Appendix A 

 

 ADOPTED 
Effective 

July 1, 2010 

ADOPTED (on a temporary basis): Amended Supreme Court 
Rule 53.7(A) regarding sanctions for failure to comply with 
continuing legal education requirements 

Rule 53.7(A) 
 

Order 
Appendix B 

Temporary 
Order 

ADOPTED 
On a Temporary Basis 

Effective 
July 1, 2010 

ADOPTED (on a temporary basis): Amended Supreme Court 
Rule 48.B regarding mediator fees in family cases 

Rule 48.B Temporary 
Order 

Effective 
October 1, 

2010 

Court Order issued August 12, 2010 

Code of Judicial Conduct 
 
After public hearing held in March 2010, the committee 
recommends that the existing version of Supreme Court Rule 38, 
regarding the Code of Judicial Conduct, be replaced by the version 
as set forth in Appendix C  
 

SCO  
R-2010-001 

 
Appendix C 

Pg. 164 

Supreme 
Court is 

soliciting 
public 

comment  on 
or before Nov. 

30, 2010 

ADOPTED 
Court Order Issued January 19, 2011 

Effective April 1, 2011 
http://www.courts.state.nh.us/supreme/orders/01-

19-2011-Order-Adopting-Rules.pdf 
Appendix A 

Pg. 5 
 

http://www.courts.state.nh.us/supreme/orders/09-17-2010-order-2.pdf
http://www.courts.state.nh.us/supreme/orders/04-14-2010-Notice-and-Rules-for-public-hearing.pdf
http://www.courts.state.nh.us/supreme/orders/04-14-2010-Notice-and-Rules-for-public-hearing.pdf
http://www.courts.state.nh.us/rules/scr/scr-42.htm
http://www.courts.state.nh.us/supreme/orders/index.htm
http://www.courts.state.nh.us/rules/scr/scr-53_7.htm
http://www.courts.state.nh.us/supreme/orders/index.htm
http://www.courts.state.nh.us/rules/scr/scr-48-b.htm
http://www.courts.state.nh.us/supreme/orders/09-17-2010-order-1.pdf
http://www.courts.state.nh.us/supreme/orders/01-19-2011-Order-Adopting-Rules.pdf
http://www.courts.state.nh.us/supreme/orders/01-19-2011-Order-Adopting-Rules.pdf


Updates as of March 4, 2011 
 
SUPERIOR COURT LINKS CURRENT 

STATUS 
FINAL COURT ACTION 

Medical Malpractice Screening Panel Rules  
Superior Court Medical Malpractice Screening Panel Rules. After 
public hearing held  in June 2010, the committee recommends 
adopting new Superior Court Medical Malpractice Screening Panel 
Rules 1 to 13 as set forth in Appendix C. 

SCO 
R-2010-

0002 
Appendix 

C 
Pgs 15-17 

Supreme Court 
is soliciting 

public comment  
on or before 

Nov. 30, 2010 

ADOPTED 
Court Order Issued January 19, 2011 

Effective April 1, 2011 
http://www.courts.state.nh.us/supreme/orders/01-

19-2011-Order-Adopting-Rules.pdf 
Appendix B - Pg. 40 

Withdrawal of Counsel in Criminal Cases  
Superior Court Rule 14, regarding withdrawal of counsel in  
criminal cases. After public hearing held in June 2010, the committee 
recommends adopting this new rule as set forth in Appendix D.  

SCO 
R-2010-

0002 
 

Appendix 
D 

Pg 18 

Supreme Court 
is soliciting 

public comment  
on or before 

Nov. 30, 2010 

ADOPTED 
Court Order Issued January 19, 2011 

Effective April 1, 2011 
http://www.courts.state.nh.us/supreme/orders/01-

19-2011-Order-Adopting-Rules.pdf 
Appendix C 

 Pg. 43 
Notice of Depositions 
Superior court Rule 40, regarding notice of the taking of depositions.  
The committee recommends amending this rule as set forth in 
Appendix H. (Note:  that if new Superior Court Rules being 
considered for adoption in docket no. R-2010-0001 are adopted, this 
amendment would be to new Superior Court Rule 24 (c.). 

SCO 
R-2010-

0002 
 

Appendix 
H 

Pg 22 

Supreme Court 
is soliciting 
public comment  
on or before 
Nov. 30, 2010 

ADOPTED 
Court Order Issued January 19, 2011.  

Effective April 1, 2011 
http://www.courts.state.nh.us/supreme/orders/01-

19-2011-Order-Adopting-Rules.pdf 
Appendix G 

Pg. 47 
Duplication of Audio Tapes 
Superior Court Rule 78-B regarding duplication of audio tapes.  After 
public hearing held in March 2010, the committee recommends 
adopting this rule, and reserving Superior Court Rule 78-A for future 
use, as set forth in Appendix O.  (Note: that if new Superior Court 
Rules being considered for adoption in docket no. R-2010-0001 are 
adopted, this rule would become new Superior Court Rule 206). 

SCO 
R-2010-

0002 
 

Appendix 
O 

Pg 33-34 

Supreme Court 
is soliciting 

public comment  
on or before 

Nov. 30, 2010 

ADOPTED 
Court Order Issued January 19, 2011 

Effective April 1, 2011 
http://www.courts.state.nh.us/supreme/orders/01-

19-2011-Order-Adopting-Rules.pdf 
Appendix O & P 

Pg. 60 & 62 
Adopted (on a permanent basis) Superior Court Rule 170-A (G) 
regarding arbitration as set forth in Appendix S 
 

SCO 
R-2010-

0002 
 

Appendix 
S 

Pg. 42 

Supreme Court 
is soliciting 
public comment  
on or before 
Nov. 30, 2010 

ADOPTED 
Court Order Issued January 19, 2011 

Effective April 1, 2011 
http://www.courts.state.nh.us/supreme/orders/01-

19-2011-Order-Adopting-Rules.pdf 
Appendix DD 

Pg. 88 

http://www.courts.state.nh.us/supreme/orders/09-17-2010-order-2.pdf
http://www.courts.state.nh.us/supreme/orders/09-17-2010-order-2.pdf
http://www.courts.state.nh.us/supreme/orders/01-19-2011-Order-Adopting-Rules.pdf
http://www.courts.state.nh.us/supreme/orders/01-19-2011-Order-Adopting-Rules.pdf
http://www.courts.state.nh.us/supreme/orders/09-17-2010-order-2.pdf
http://www.courts.state.nh.us/supreme/orders/09-17-2010-order-2.pdf
http://www.courts.state.nh.us/supreme/orders/01-19-2011-Order-Adopting-Rules.pdf
http://www.courts.state.nh.us/supreme/orders/01-19-2011-Order-Adopting-Rules.pdf
http://www.courts.state.nh.us/supreme/orders/09-17-2010-order-2.pdf
http://www.courts.state.nh.us/supreme/orders/09-17-2010-order-2.pdf
http://www.courts.state.nh.us/supreme/orders/01-19-2011-Order-Adopting-Rules.pdf
http://www.courts.state.nh.us/supreme/orders/01-19-2011-Order-Adopting-Rules.pdf
http://www.courts.state.nh.us/supreme/orders/09-17-2010-order-2.pdf
http://www.courts.state.nh.us/supreme/orders/09-17-2010-order-2.pdf
http://www.courts.state.nh.us/supreme/orders/01-19-2011-Order-Adopting-Rules.pdf
http://www.courts.state.nh.us/supreme/orders/01-19-2011-Order-Adopting-Rules.pdf
http://www.courts.state.nh.us/supreme/orders/09-17-2010-order-2.pdf
http://www.courts.state.nh.us/supreme/orders/09-17-2010-order-2.pdf
http://www.courts.state.nh.us/supreme/orders/01-19-2011-Order-Adopting-Rules.pdf
http://www.courts.state.nh.us/supreme/orders/01-19-2011-Order-Adopting-Rules.pdf


Updates as of March 4, 2011 
 
SUPERIOR COURT LINKS CURRENT 

STATUS 
FINAL COURT ACTION 

ADOPTED (on a temporary basis): Amended Superior Court 
Rule 203 regarding vital statistics reports 

Rule 203 
Rule 2.25 

Temporary 
Order 

Effective 
Immediately 

Court Order issued August 12, 2010 

New Superior Court Rules  
 
This proposal repeals and replaces the current Superior Court 
Rules in a new format, intended to serve as a model for future 
revisions of the District Court Rules and Probate Court Rules. The 
proposal contains some substantive changes, including elimination 
of the distinctions in pleading between actions at law and actions at 
equity, as well as revisions to the Sentence Division Rules 
 
After public hearing held in June 2010, the committee recommends 
adopting new Superior Court Rules as set forth in Appendix A.  If 
adopted these rules would replace the existing Superior Court 
Rules. 

SCO 
R-2010-001 

 
Appendix A, 
Starting on 

page 4  

Supreme Court 
is soliciting 

public comment  
on or before 

Nov. 30, 2010 

 

New Hampshire Rules of Criminal Procedure  
This proposal would create a separate set of criminal procedure 
rules governing superior and district courts 
 
After public hearing held in June 2010, the committee recommends 
adopting new Rules of Criminal Procedure as set forth in Appendix 
B.  The rules would govern the procedure in criminal cases pending 
in the superior and district courts. The committee notes that if these 
rules are adopted, it may be necessary to repeal certain District 
Court Rules governing criminal proceedings. In addition, if the 
proposed Superior Court Rules are not adopted, then it may also be 
necessary to repeal certain Superior Court Rules governing criminal 
proceedings. 

 
SCO 

R-2010-001 
 

Appendix B, 
Starting on 

page 97 
 

Supreme Court 
is soliciting 

public comment  
on or before 

Nov. 30, 2010 

 

Recusal Rules 
 
Amend Superior Court Rule 50A, regarding motions for recusal, as 
set forth in Appendix V. 

  ADOPTED 
Court Order Issued January 19, 2011 

Effective April 1, 2011 
http://www.courts.state.nh.us/supreme/orders/01-

19-2011-Order-Adopting-Rules.pdf 
Appendix V 

Pg. 78 

http://www.courts.state.nh.us/rules/sror/sror-h3-172.htm
http://www.courts.state.nh.us/rules/family/fam-2.htm
http://www.courts.state.nh.us/supreme/orders/09-17-2010-order-1.pdf
http://www.courts.state.nh.us/supreme/orders/09-17-2010-order-1.pdf
http://www.courts.state.nh.us/supreme/orders/01-19-2011-Order-Adopting-Rules.pdf
http://www.courts.state.nh.us/supreme/orders/01-19-2011-Order-Adopting-Rules.pdf


Updates as of March 4, 2011 
 
DISTRICT COURT LINKS CURRENT 

STATUS 
FINAL COURT ACTION 

Withdrawal of Counsel in Criminal Cases  
District Court Rule 1.3 I(3), regarding withdrawal of court-appointed 
counsel in criminal cases. The committee recommends adopting this ne
subsection, which is based upon the superior court rule proposal set fort
Appendix D, as set forth in Appendix E.  
 
 
 
Amend District Court Rule 1.3I(4), regarding withdrawal of court-
appointed counsel in delinquency and children in need of services 
cases, as set forth in Appendix E. 

SCO 
R-2010-0002 
Appendix E 

Pg 19 
 

Supreme Court 
is soliciting 

public comment  
on or before 

Nov. 30, 2010 

ADOPTED 
Court Order Issued January 19, 2011.  

Effective April 1, 2011 
http://www.courts.state.nh.us/supreme/orders/01-

19-2011-Order-Adopting-Rules.pdf 
Appendix D 

Pg. 44 
 

Appendix E 
Pg. 45 

Notice of Depositions 
District Court Rule 1.9 D regarding notice of taking of depositions.  
After public hearing held in March 2010, the committee 
recommends amending this rule as set forth in Appendix I. 
 
 
 

SCO 
R-2010-0002 
Appendix I 

Pg 23 
 

Supreme Court 
is soliciting 

public comment  
on or before 

Nov. 30, 2010 

ADOPTED 
Court Order Issued January 19, 2011.  

Effective April 1, 2011 
http://www.courts.state.nh.us/supreme/orders/01-

19-2011-Order-Adopting-Rules.pdf 
Appendix H 

Pg. 48 
Pleas by Mail in District Court 
District Court Rule 2.5A, regarding pleas by mail.  After public 
hearing held in March 2010, the committee recommends amending 
this rule as set forth in Appendix M. 

SCO 
R-2010-0002 
Appendix M 

Pg. 30 

Supreme Court 
is soliciting 

public comment  
on or before 

Nov. 30, 2010 

ADOPTED 
Court Order Issued January 19, 2011. 

 Effective April 1, 2011 
http://www.courts.state.nh.us/supreme/orders/01-

19-2011-Order-Adopting-Rules.pdf 
Appendix L 

Pg. 56 
Mediation and Fees in District and Probate Courts 
This proposal would adopt on a permanent basis rules currently in 
effect on a temporary basis that govern mediation and fees in the 
district and probate courts.  The rules implement legislation that 
took effect on January 1, 2010.  See Laws 2009, chapters 79, 253.  
No changes are being proposed to the temporary rules now in 
effect. 
 
Adopt on a permanent basis District Court Rule 3.3, regarding 
court fees, as set forth in Appendix T. 

SCO 
R-2010-0002 

 
 
 
 
 

Appendix T 
Pg. 43 

Supreme Court 
is soliciting 

public comment  
on or before 

Nov. 30, 2010 

ADOPTED 
Court Order Issued January 19, 2011.  

Effective April 1, 2011 
http://www.courts.state.nh.us/supreme/orders/01-

19-2011-Order-Adopting-Rules.pdf 
Appendix EE 

Pg. 89 

http://www.courts.state.nh.us/supreme/orders/09-17-2010-order-2.pdf
http://www.courts.state.nh.us/supreme/orders/01-19-2011-Order-Adopting-Rules.pdf
http://www.courts.state.nh.us/supreme/orders/01-19-2011-Order-Adopting-Rules.pdf
http://www.courts.state.nh.us/supreme/orders/09-17-2010-order-2.pdf
http://www.courts.state.nh.us/supreme/orders/01-19-2011-Order-Adopting-Rules.pdf
http://www.courts.state.nh.us/supreme/orders/01-19-2011-Order-Adopting-Rules.pdf
http://www.courts.state.nh.us/supreme/orders/09-17-2010-order-2.pdf
http://www.courts.state.nh.us/supreme/orders/01-19-2011-Order-Adopting-Rules.pdf
http://www.courts.state.nh.us/supreme/orders/01-19-2011-Order-Adopting-Rules.pdf
http://www.courts.state.nh.us/supreme/orders/09-17-2010-order-2.pdf
http://www.courts.state.nh.us/supreme/orders/01-19-2011-Order-Adopting-Rules.pdf
http://www.courts.state.nh.us/supreme/orders/01-19-2011-Order-Adopting-Rules.pdf


Updates as of March 4, 2011 
 
DISTRICT COURT LINKS CURRENT 

STATUS 
FINAL COURT ACTION 

Adopt on a permanent basis District Court Rule 3.28, regarding 
district court civil writ mediation, as set forth in Appendix U. 
 

SCO 
R-2010-0002 
Appendix U 

Pg. 45 

Supreme Court 
is soliciting 

public comment  
on or before 

Nov. 30, 2010 

ADOPTED 
Court Order Issued January 19, 2011.  

Effective April 1, 2011 
http://www.courts.state.nh.us/supreme/orders/01-
19-2011-Order-Adopting-Rules.pdf 

Appendix FF 
Pg. 91 

Adopt on a permanent basis District Court Rule 4.8-A, regarding 
prejudgment attachment procedures in small claims as set forth in 
Appendix W 
 
 

SCO 
R-2010-0002 
Appendix W 

Pg. 52 

Supreme Court 
is soliciting 

public comment  
on or before 

Nov. 30, 2010 

ADOPTED 
Court Order Issued January 19, 2011. 

Effective April 1, 2011 
http://www.courts.state.nh.us/supreme/orders/01-

19-2011-Order-Adopting-Rules.pdf 
Appendix GG 

Pg. 97 
Adopt on a permanent basis District Court Rule 4.8-B, regarding 
post-judgment attachment procedures in small claims as set forth in 
Appendix X 
 

SCO 
R-2010-0002 
Appendix X 

Pg. 53 

Supreme Court 
is soliciting 

public comment 
on or before 

Nov. 30, 2010 

ADOPTED 
Court Order Issued January 19, 2011. 

 Effective April 1, 2011 
http://www.courts.state.nh.us/supreme/orders/01-

19-2011-Order-Adopting-Rules.pdf 
Appendix HH 

Pg. 98 
Adopt on a permanent basis District Court Rule 4.8-C regarding 
discharge of attachments in small claims as set forth in Appendix Y 
 

SCO 
R-2010-0002 
Appendix Y 

Pg. 54 

Supreme Court 
is soliciting 

public comment  
on or before 

Nov. 30, 2010 

ADOPTED 
Court Order Issued January 19, 2011. 

Effective April 1, 2011 
http://www.courts.state.nh.us/supreme/orders/01-

19-2011-Order-Adopting-Rules.pdf 
Appendix II 

Pg. 99 

http://www.courts.state.nh.us/supreme/orders/09-17-2010-order-2.pdf
http://www.courts.state.nh.us/supreme/orders/01-19-2011-Order-Adopting-Rules.pdf
http://www.courts.state.nh.us/supreme/orders/01-19-2011-Order-Adopting-Rules.pdf
http://www.courts.state.nh.us/supreme/orders/09-17-2010-order-2.pdf
http://www.courts.state.nh.us/supreme/orders/01-19-2011-Order-Adopting-Rules.pdf
http://www.courts.state.nh.us/supreme/orders/01-19-2011-Order-Adopting-Rules.pdf
http://www.courts.state.nh.us/supreme/orders/09-17-2010-order-2.pdf
http://www.courts.state.nh.us/supreme/orders/01-19-2011-Order-Adopting-Rules.pdf
http://www.courts.state.nh.us/supreme/orders/01-19-2011-Order-Adopting-Rules.pdf
http://www.courts.state.nh.us/supreme/orders/09-17-2010-order-2.pdf
http://www.courts.state.nh.us/supreme/orders/01-19-2011-Order-Adopting-Rules.pdf
http://www.courts.state.nh.us/supreme/orders/01-19-2011-Order-Adopting-Rules.pdf


Updates as of March 4, 2011 
 
DISTRICT COURT LINKS CURRENT 

STATUS 
FINAL COURT ACTION 

Adopt on a permanent basis District Court Rule 4.29, regarding 
small claims mediation as set forth in Appendix Z. 
 

SCO 
R-2010-0002 
Appendix Z 

Pg. 55 

Supreme Court 
is soliciting 

public comment  
on or before 

Nov. 30, 2010 

ADOPTED 
Court Order Issued January 19, 2011. 

 Effective April 1, 2011 
http://www.courts.state.nh.us/supreme/orders/01-
19-2011-Order-Adopting-Rules.pdf 

Appendix JJ 
Pg. 100 

 
New Hampshire Rules of Criminal Procedure  
This proposal would create a separate set of criminal procedure 
rules governing superior and district courts 
 
After public hearing held in June 2010, the committee recommends 
adopting new Rules of Criminal Procedure as set forth in Appendix 
B.  The rules would govern the procedure in criminal cases pending 
in the superior and district courts. The committee notes that if these 
rules are adopted, it may be necessary to repeal certain District 
Court Rules governing criminal proceedings. In addition, if the 
proposed Superior Court Rules are not adopted, then it may also be 
necessary to repeal certain Superior Court Rules governing criminal 
proceedings. 

 
SCO 

R-2010-001 
 

Appendix B, 
Starting on 

page 97 
 

Supreme Court 
is soliciting 

public comment  
on or before 

Nov. 30, 2010 

 

Town Ordinance Violation Rules 
 
Adopt new District Court Rules 6.1 to 6.7 regarding local ordinance 
citations, on a temporary basis, as set forth in Appendix M 

 Jan. 19, 2011 
Referred to 

Advisory Cmte. 
on Rules for 

recommendation 
as to whether 

these should be 
adopted on a 

permanent basis 

 

Recusal Rules 
 
Amend District Court Rules 1.8-A(H), regarding motions for recusal, 
as set forth in Appendix W. 

  ADOPTED 
Court Order Issued January 19, 2011. 

 Effective April 1, 2011 
http://www.courts.state.nh.us/supreme/orders/01-
19-2011-Order-Adopting-Rules.pdf 

Appendix W 
Pg. 79 

 

http://www.courts.state.nh.us/supreme/orders/09-17-2010-order-2.pdf
http://www.courts.state.nh.us/supreme/orders/01-19-2011-Order-Adopting-Rules.pdf
http://www.courts.state.nh.us/supreme/orders/01-19-2011-Order-Adopting-Rules.pdf
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Updates as of March 4, 2011 
 
DISTRICT COURT LINKS CURRENT 

STATUS 
FINAL COURT ACTION 

Small Claims Rules 
 
Amend District Court Rule 4.2, regarding the amount of the claim in 
a small claims action, as set forth in Appendix Z. 
 
 
 
 
Amend District Court Rule 4.8, regarding notice of small claims, and 
adopt said rule as amended on a permanent basis, as set forth in 
Appendix AA. 
 
Repeal District Court Rule 4.22, regarding the small claims form, as 
set forth in Appendix BB. 
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Supreme Court 
is soliciting 
public comment  
on or before 
Nov. 30, 2010 

ADOPTED 
Court Order Issued January 19, 2011. 

 Effective Immediately 
http://www.courts.state.nh.us/supreme/orders/01-
19-2011-Order-Adopting-Rules.pdf 
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Updates as of March 4, 2011 
 
FAMILY DIVISION LINKS CURRENT 

STATUS 
FINAL COURT ACTION 

Notice of Depositions 
Family Division Rule 1.25 G regarding notice of the taking of 
depositions.  After public hearing held in March 2010, the 
committee recommends adopting this new rule as set forth in 
Appendix L. 
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Pg 25 

Supreme 
Court is 

soliciting 
public 

comment  on 
or before Nov. 

30, 2010 

ADOPTED 
Court Order Issued January 19, 2011.  

Effective April 1, 2011 
http://www.courts.state.nh.us/supreme/orders/01-
19-2011-Order-Adopting-Rules.pdf 

Appendix J 
Pg. 50 

ADOPTED (on a temporary basis): Amended Family Division 
Rule 2.25  regarding vital statistics reports 

Rule 2.25 Temporary 
Order 

Effective Oct. 
1, 2010 

Court Order issued 
August 12, 2010 

Withdrawal of Counsel in Criminal Cases  
Family Division Rule 3.11, regarding withdrawal of court-appointed 
counsel. The committee recommends adopting this new rule, 
which is based upon the superior court rule proposal set forth in 
Appendix D, as set forth in Appendix G. 
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ADOPTED 
Court Order Issued January 19, 2011. 

 Effective April 1, 2011 
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19-2011-Order-Adopting-Rules.pdf 
Appendix F 

Pg. 46 
Family Division Mandatory Discovery Rule 
Family Division Rule 1.25-A, regarding mandatory initial self-
disclosure.  After public hearing held in June 2010, the committee 
recommends adopting this new rule as set forth in Appendix L. 
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Supreme 
Court is 

soliciting 
public 

comment  on 
or before Nov. 

30, 2010 

ADOPTED 
Court Order Issued January 19, 2011. 

 Effective April 1, 2011 
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19-2011-Order-Adopting-Rules.pdf 
Appendix K 

Pg. 52 
Recusal Rules 
 
Amend Family Division Rule 1.10, regarding motions for recusal, 
as set forth in Appendix Y. 

  ADOPTED 
Court Order Issued January 19, 2011. 

 Effective April 1, 2011 
http://www.courts.state.nh.us/supreme/orders/01-

19-2011-Order-Adopting-Rules.pdf 
Appendix Y 
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Updates as of March 4, 2011 
 
PROBATE COURT LINKS CURRENT 

STATUS 
FINAL COURT ACTION 

Notice of Depositions 
Probate Court Rule 40, regarding notice of the taking of 
depositions. After public hearing held in March, 2010, the 
committee recommends amending this rule as set forth in 
Appendix J. 
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Supreme 
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comment  on 
or before Nov. 

30, 2010 

ADOPTED 
Court Order Issued January 19, 2011.  

Effective April 1, 2011 
http://www.courts.state.nh.us/supreme/orders/01-

19-2011-Order-Adopting-Rules.pdf 
Appendix I 

Pg. 49 
Duplication of Audio Tapes 
Probate Court Rule 78-B regarding duplication of audio tapes.  
After public hearing held in March 2010, the committee 
recommends amending this rule as set forth in Appendix  P 
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ADOPTED 
Court Order Issued January 19, 2011. 

Effective April 1, 2011 
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Appendix P 

Pg. 62 
Mediation and Fees in District and Probate Courts 
This proposal would adopt on a permanent basis rules currently in 
effect on a temporary basis that govern mediation and fees in the 
district and probate courts.  The rules implement legislation that 
took effect on January 1, 2010.  See Laws 2009, chapters 79, 253.  
No changes are being proposed to the temporary rules now in 
effect. 
 
Adopt on a permanent basis Probate Court Rule 169, regarding 
court fees as set forth in Appendix AA. 
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Supreme 
Court is 
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public 

comment  on 
or before Nov. 

30, 2010 

ADOPTED 
Court Order Issued January 19, 2011. 

Effective April 1, 2011 
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19-2011-Order-Adopting-Rules.pdf 
Appendix KK 

Pg. 106 

ADOPTED: Repeal of Probate Court Rule 110 regarding motions 
for commissioner of insolvency, as a technical amendment 

Rule 110 Effective 
January 1, 

2011 

Court Order issued August 12, 2010 

Recusal Rules 
 
Amend Probate Court Rule 50-A, regarding motions for recusal, as 
set forth in Appendix X. 

  ADOPTED 
Court Order Issued January 19, 2011. 

Effective April 1, 2011 
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19-2011-Order-Adopting-Rules.pdf 
Appendix X 

Pg. 80 
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